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Early In Octcker I heard the first reaconably authoritative
utrterance since mid--1%«5 whizh has given me the ileast bit of encour-
agemensy &8 52 our chasnces of coming throuvgh vhe présent chronic world
crisis with & reasoe bly intast civilization, The encourcagement it
geve was rather on the dim side; but vet..

The occasion was & talk
by Lt., Gen. Ira Kakor, lute of the USAaT, befors the South Passdena/
San- Marino Public Forum on %he subjuct, "Pcaze in Qur Tims®. The Gen-
ciral cmphasizod hhe fact, alriady kJOJr to me., that our military ceta-
blishmenty was Ffalling fur Lehind vhet it sheuld be. due to & throe-vay
combinution of public apuatiny, mismentgement by the brascshete, and too
hasty dumohiJization, going on to say that despite the dresms and
hopcs of nearly all of us, the Unitcd Nations was a farce as long as
onc certain nation refusud to rlay bsll, and that we would do well to
1luok to our o.n defunscs until/unless tho UN sho~c¢d that it v»ould be
abls tO nrotcet us.

L£X1 prcetty clumentary and obvious, no dnubt, but
the Gencersl did give a clcar, c¢omeise, and roather unprctty T 1eiCTarC WMot
the :orld ~f the o xt fcf.ycurs. tour strength is going down; this
other natiopfs strength is going up. Somevh re in the next fo yw ars,
ual.sz we.gct on the ball meunhile, this other netion 1g going to
figurc that they can bvut us, andg zowio——right over tuc Aretic will
comc sn &ll-cut attack. (Hc did not nam< Russia by nome until he
got into the quustlou qnd anev.r purt of his talk.)

He stuted thut
the armed forces ideclly should conegist of & smell, highly tre¢ined
group to be used lirgely tis tewchers; « very lurge experimentzl pro-
grem in wecpons cid ecuipmelt; «d univers:l militrry troining to
give the b sic elements to the men vho .ould be mobilized in the event
of war. Genersal ~aker w&s obviously thiuking in terms of guided mis-
£ils and robot bombers follewed up by alrborne occupation troops; many
of his conroerts teing almost scientifictional eou,dlng. Oh yes, eand
he touched at some leingth o the necessity for two semi—military ven-
tures. inSelligence end idustrial mobiiizution--pointing cut that the
US is alre: ay 7ell on the .ay towards haviag an espionage cervies com-
paruble vwith that of other nutioinis, but thut incustrial mobiiisetion
pluas seen to re getting hoshsre ot present, ° .
ind so it went, sn hour
long telk on netional duflfenese, =imi‘ur ¥rx to nmost othcer teiks of the
scie nobture, execont for General laker's frecdom, surprsising in a o-
star gencrsl, from hido-bound modcs of" thought.

Then came the. stdnger
Ushers appcarcd from ne-hure, and the #C enitounced that General Taker
would answir any rolovant quustion asikcd him., I was rather glocay at
Eeger's ctarg outlining of an atomic debaclc about 1552 or 1653, so0
&sked the following question:
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"Sinee the prcebetle encny ic obvious, wky don't we atteck
firsto"

Generel Fakoer did somsWhat of & doutle-take when this one wee
reuf--it was ruther a conir.st to the two or three which kad preceded
it, dealing &s they did lergely witnh what wculd hapren to the merals
of our young men if they wire called to the colors--and rather emusing
ly «eked how fer such € oourse of action would get, comsidering that
it would have to me debatcd in oongress first, end so on, giving tho
gnowy €very opportunity to cut locse at us while we vwero srguing abcut
whot we ehouléd do.

Then he soboered, and seid, very earnestly, =If
Russia decides tc etteck us, the necessary movenents of rtersonel and
rebtoeriel will be obvious oven to so smell an intelligence service &s
we rovw have, It will take wecks for them to gut into positien te
launceh an &ttack, end we will knsw &h-ut it lcrg bef~re they are ready
tc let fly. The asker of thie questin is cuite right in aessuning
that the initiative, the striking of the first blow, very likely ik ans
the Cdifference betwcen victory end defcat. “Fhen the United 3tates got
the atcmic bewmb, we had a ccuregecus prosident who took the responsi-
Lility of using it, In the event an etteck on us scems likely, I
truly telisve that our president, whoever he may boe, will be courege-
cus enough t. order ~ur f mces, ¢f vhich he is commender-in-chief, to
swing inte acti~n wnd strike first.2
Somechov, sueh o« ¢ urse of cetirn
is s3> reulistic, s scnsible, that it just had never ogcoured tn me
thot cur ideclistic <1d U9 woulé cver tuke it. Genwoeel IFeker could
>f eorursc be mistuken, but his words werc 0ddly enmforting to me. It
is ¢« hell of o ccnmentery on the world we live in that such words es
thesc should eemfort enyone, but we de live in this werld--not in sone
neyver-never 1and in the pagoas of seicncec-fiction.
" ard for & mor vwho
snould know ,rgt he is talking Lbout to suggest that we weuld proh&b—
1y A-boubdb *“he pudiing out of Ruseie if they sturtc” teking overt steps
agoinst -us, weans that thore is somc chance that we won't ho bomboﬁ
4o bits an” ovorrun, lesves & moasurcble possibility thet we might be
£ble to get through the next wear after c¢ll.
¢f course it woul” be
uonferful Hoc have & worless world frot horc on out. Eut from the woy
tnings wrc trernding, it losks ¢ let mors practiccl te try te o sre-
thing nev- towafids winning thet next wer then to sit back cnd trust in
a1 Russic-beyectted UN. This heing the cuse, Genernl Fakerts remorks
buckeld me up & lot.
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Rotkmen publish-
el & tolegrawr signed Rurbec anc Leancy, whicsh epparcntly was sent tc
the Philecn to sey, "DAUGHERTY HaS SIZIIZED OLUBROOK FOR DANCE STUDIO
IMPOUNDEL CCHTZNTS TECL..RES CLUB FORFEITED :iLL RIGHTS HAVE ANGELENC

SLEGATES WIRE INSTRUCTIONS.™
"Niee try, boys," hc says.

Gees geing
sey I! Eviiintly thorc is a trouble-meker arcund the LASFS, beceusc
this wirce is revs t2 both Burbcc and me., I'2 surc like t7 kKn~w who
sernt ity next thing I smcw the boys «ill be signing my narme =n checks

This dcus clear up an carly Scptombor mystory arcunc the Half Toric.
Al Asnley asked me if I kneuw anything abcut & hcax sert tc Phidly,

whiis was very early in Bertember), said that Daugherty had shown hiu
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& wire reading “IF THIS IS TRUE OUR FRIENTSHIP IS AT 4N FEND. EVERETT=

The peyoff ies that the hcax (?) telsgram t2 Evans is substantially
true. The L4&SFS found itself unable to pay the September rent »n the
clubroon, Daugherty was meking arrangemente to take over, and then El-
msr Perdue fixed the club but gnnd by getting the group evicted by the
landledy &s an afternath ~f the .ild c¢vening deseribed in HLLF LENGTH
ARTICLES. Taughsrty rents the room at 6372 S-uth Bixel now for a
dance studio, for $15.00 oer month he egublets the use of the room on
Thursday nights to the LLSTFS for meetings. He chenged the lnck on

the door end issued keys to six "trustworthy” persons who are allowsd
under certainm conditions to use the mimeogranh--has srpecifically bar-
rsd both Laney ard Burbece from using the mimeograph because Ve are &
disruptivesinfluence erd would prebably wreak the joint or somcthing.
(Teil, no. ¥¢ are not barrcd fron using thg mimcograph, but we arc
barrcd from the clubroom, wherc it is still lept, except during ncet-
“ings Thursday nights. Same differcnce.

So the wire is true. Daugher
ty did scize the clubroom for a dance studio. In & certein sencse, the
sontents arc impounded--at least only six members of the LASTS are now
allowed to use the club cquipnent at will, and Laugherty is the boy
who izsucd out the keys. The club hed forfeitcd all right: by per-
nmitting Perduc to hold a8 decbauch in the clubroom and spend the night
therc passed out. (Therc was a previous warning on the repeétition of
this coffuncse.)

.Looks to nc¢ as though sone loyal LASFSer was under-
standably irked et lir. Deughertyts putsch, wented to do something
ebout it, and, lacking guts to sigh hisown namc to the wire, figured
Burbue ard I vierce far enough in Ir. D's black hook so thut one more
incident wouldn't metter.

This is, no doubt, h&at Helen-San 7would
call ayjey airfcction.
——--00000---
~MELICAN F:TDOM HoS F.ILED! WE MUST LOOK TO BRITAING
---00000~-~-

Everctt EIvans wante FiPs to: discuss cthies in Tunfom. Ies-
pitc the fact that I was involved back in 1944 in & siniler discussion,
I would now like to suggest that there is no such critter as "fan eth-
ics®". Thorc arc ethics, pecriod. I Gucstion very much if a2 legiti-
matc casc oould be nuade "for cstublishing a set, of cthies whieh are pe-
culiariy of & fan rc ture; an action vhich would be uncthical for fans
would be uncethic al for snyone clse, and viee-versa. Or &2 we intend
to s¢t oursclves completcly epart from the la.ss, manncrs, morals,
and custcems of the rost of mankind?

: —--00000-—~

The mention of Everett Evens bringe re face to facc ith the
¢act that I ove this gertlerian o profouni public apology, yet cennot
fcr the life of me sec hov I can word it .so us not to make matiers
worse than they arc., A conpletely candid and accuratc apology, set-
ting forth what T was apologising for, why I hed scted &s I hed in
varicus instances, would not only probubly wlienate one of my best
friexds, but it might .very likely insitlt Evans more than anything I
hevs done to him yet. 4nl I don't believe that I'd ..ant to &apologice
for the apology. For right now, I'11 just cay  -that Everett Evans vias
on tie receiving end of the wmost incredible double-cross T ever he ard
of, vhat he is as he is as he wes, but nevertheless, in deference to
the said double-crcees and to the slight part I unwittingly played in
it, I .ill ro longer make any snide references to EEE's interest in
what night be termed the physical side of fandom. .nd If T cane€'er
figure out ho to word it, I'll publish a rather Teird &apology.

o ——



Buaden~Flish wendered whet was meant by "crifense". Tais term
cates bask & ccuyple of years tc the days when Furbee and I were huaving
fun out of ridiculing the hyper-szericus attitude’ taken by many fans
towards their fanning. Haybe we were laughing &t ourselves & little,
tos. inysday, as I remember the mythos, eny thing dqne by eny fen was
criferec, c¢riticel fen esctivity; and anything done by a member 2f the
top.tor was crufanac (the cru- is for eruciul)., For s me re.son, way-
he becwuse Speer sturted tlugging it in STEINE /S, the term very short-
1y vecure u housshnld word, used “y pecple «ll over the world, Butb
Burhbee cndéd I.ure still sweet, unspoiled, simple-~-unw.fected hy the
«tulation we roceive ws Tuilders of ¢ vitel mew lenguwi.gs. Someduy,
perrcrs, we will meke <« further comtrimution towerds revitilising our
n.tive tongue. And you, und Everett, und Dun<ellerger, und Al Ashley
-~Gifferensy &s you, &ll mey re--will still have & cormeyg fecel point,

& great, &il-encempassing field of interest. Ycou krssw us whken.
' ' ---co00Co00--~-

"If I thought that somethin, 6o trashy and unimportart as fan
pu lishing were the whole. thut fandem hud to offer, I'd cust ¢ff the
gtuff tomorrow," says Gus Willwsrih, going on to soy: "fur from heing
& ‘coupcnent' of emeteur jrurnclism, fundom can »Hnly ccnsider emeteur
journuiism trivia thet hes’ some slight bearing upcn the intercommuni-
cetlen betiwoen thc addicts.™ * Py -

= Who erc you brying:te Kid, Gus--"Tcesseon
r ¥iliworwhe I helicve you arc the same Gus Willmeorth whke, cvery

<
trrce or four wmonths for a ycur-and-e-half, singlce-hardcdly puhlish-
cd TUE FLHNTASY ADVERTISER, & large end clehoratc farzine in a circu-
leticn of ONE TEHCUSAND--ané who cven ncew puhblishes thc sawe mag in
& pk to-1lithcd foermet, tuking cerce ¢f all the oncrous .detuils such

»
)]

typirg, rclcvert coerreaponliencs, wrspping and mailing.
> The reeascn
{ atong others) thet I dropped ASOLYTE was that it wus tuking rcarly
&1l of my spare timo, Ycour magesnine ie five times as tig.. Grintirg
tnat you wuy hoe much fester gt suenh Wi Tk than I [though somehow I
rathsr doubt it), you must spend mest ¢f your sperc time I22ing fen
purliishing. - -t
vnrivia®, "Tracsy rn . urimportert.' Wrerc's your sensc
.f persusctbive, Gus? When lo you find time to implewent your "dariv-
ing Lopc Ffir the fusurce"? To irdulge your "consuming curicsity in
secientific wenders"? To erpericnce -“the wont el cestacy of the . i ight
of fensy in purc fentesy"? To rock to the "emotional thrill of the
wcird and cutret? | ]
You say you fecl scrry for ¥esson. Woll, T fecl
re¢ %hen & 1little BCrry for y u--& mere -slave to the ayjay Tacet cf
fandomr, when the rosy of the ficid hes sc mueh more to offer. 4
T
ezuls you, juat weybe, have made s foulty eralysis of the situation?
-==07000~-~
As o metter of feot, the hodgerodge of ectivities whish go
sbzatrer to meke up this thing aclled fandom necd no justificaticn
osher btrnan the fact that they give pliasure to these dcirg them. It
vou like to sit eround and read frntesy, or if ¥ou like to mimeograp;
ir cn edition c¢f 1000, or trowse in btockshoprs, or aaih Evans, or Whel
reve you-~-fine. Just tecause you like cne facet.and scmecne else
likes another, doesn't give you £ny justificubtion tc st sc¢ goddam
superior, does it? Comre off it, ©ld toy.

.-f:;-~ou4k.****UQQRA-**Jx*N“N._.,L.***-.o EP LR T LT R I e 0 N B

FAK-DANGO is the pe rsonelised, composed-in-the-stencil producticn of
Frangis 7. Lency, $18 Testboro Lve., ..lhawbra, Celifcrnia, rublished
qnar%erly or less often for FAPL. Unsigned weterial is bty the seid
FTL,, but litel suits sh-uld b2 brought ageinst the mimcogre-her, Chas.
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Mezz Mezzrcw end Bournard Tolfe. EREALLY THE BPLUES., Rendom
rouss, 1946, 43 !S.nggad off e remeirder nile fer 8¢}

Eere iz &n off-treil book tc ené all »ff-treil boHeks, the cu-
t Pi.grirhy ¢f & wen whHee life Las been a sordii funtasy. lezz Hezz-
rew (born Milteon Mesire) is & Russien Jew frem (Cuicego who zot swept
of kis feet ty the greet Negro jazzmen in the Ohjcaga of the early
195LC's, &nd never Lnas ressvered from Jjezz, the onme inspireti-n of an
Diiervwise® sordid. ifs, coupying what might be termed &n in-the-
wings pusiticr in the world of juzz, M.zz hes reco-rded frow time t-
time (re pleys sax and elerinet), pleyed tough night-spts s=ome, and
sirce his last jzil sentsnse hLes beer whnlly cccupied with his emall
vend in New Y.rk end his wn recording comperny, Xing Jezz, Iuac,

But
it wes u g0uffls, Thare were yeure in whinrh he dié nothing tubt peddle
tea, Aud there were other yeurs, ktluck nnes, vhich he srent lying in
tre rasemert «f o Ferlsm torement, smoking opium. And years in-jai
Frustreted ir his rusie, Le grcped toviards the ldec that if he thrugnt
like @ negrc and lived like o negro, mayte he'a be able tC express
the musis whiol meant so ruch to hlm negro music. I ended urp re-
ncur 2ing the White race, moving to Hirlem, &né marrying a negrc girl.
Lnd, through hkis jazz }p finully threw off the npium, and wen him-
solf & raspectsd pla\e in Huerlem. -
Frow the . jezz point of view, RESGLLY
TEE ERLUES is rnothing muech. . Mezzrow is not a g-ocd rusician; ubout cll
taut cun ne suid fir him is thzt he is sincere, thet he his petterred
niwself ufter the right models (».dds, Ewchet, N.cne), &nd thet in
nis resordings he invarivbly got teogether a t2p-notech Mineh cf jazzmen.
£n? T suninot but Questicn the :queLu;ultV of =orel cighiissaneenotes,
rartisulerly tre ones 1u vwhiech he iragines hlmvblf cs being & grect
relp endé irfluense on overyone he mnew; froem Luuif Limsirohg to Gole
Xrupr. Mozz undoubteﬁly knew «ll tue ¢ men--herk, he recerded with
most of them--tut T 2eresey Lua wegnifies Lis influerce e great eul,

Jut .es N humel: dosumunt, REALLY THE BELUES 15 ogreal killer-ciilem.
M=7zZ sterts cut &s She blucx sheep of ¢ respectuble micdile-class Ho-
brew ferily, wn. after un inarcusingly dclincuent adolescunt gets
sent 30 roforn soroel in 1016 fer siealing o ecr. At the reformatery
La leurnus a2jierifiet and fulls in love with the pluying of some;cl the
20lorcd Leys in the bend, und is further shoved towurls them cmobtion-
ally by & rene riot in the priscn yard. 7Jhen hc gets out, he werxs
his wey up froxw errund btoy cround u poolkcll to manager of &« suburbin
soblouse for Shnc Juronc gaug. And hoy, thrse Ffirst fow chipters are

‘striatly from Studs L nigon »rly m:re so.

He is fo~ling arunt Witk

wisin 617 this tima, eni firally in 19E3 uses his gung e nnecti ns 3§
get & uni.n surd in the Awerisan Pelereti n of Musicisns. Gince thai
vims, Mezz hes heern & muriclan. When things were 1o king up fnr hin
e was on fantestie drunker jum sessicnf wilth: Bix Beiderbecke, h Liine
EL AUDWS1Oous § b--pLrt stage wmenager, rart hanger-cn, anl part arran-
ger--fir T,uis Armstr ng, lerraing the tlues frow Eessie Smith anf
Slorerce Wiiliews, end’ trying tc hold tre ghisego gang true to the
grcii ichs ¢f New Orieans Jazz., 'Vhen Mezz waes. down, Le was really
LoWn,

.Thare w&s the time $tLat Josh Fillirgs sulfenly turrel into a
COW, &L. ERXXGIXALgXXERZE Mezg deccile. thnt by golly, even if the guy
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wag his beset frienc he woulld have nothing more to o #ith him if he in-
sisted on cheuging into # ceoad without eny warning.

An¢ Bix end Peelee
end. Mezz anc¢ Tesch roaming the hills one night in sesrch of e jw 3Bix
Lal stzehed; Bix getting grevel in his shoes and sitting cown on the
reilroad track to get it out; the train coming slong; 3ix drunkenly
ignoring his friends' werning shouts; finelly Bix rolling covin the
emboukment at the last seconé, lenving his shoc on the track where it
w. g cut i helf; cad then delivering & leecture on the supremc folly
of & 'groun ments ‘¢ver teking off his shoes, particulerly ¢t night---
whereupon it Ceveldped thet Bix hadé not hed his off for over v month.

It &g ¢ delirium, nightmirce world thrt Lszz lived in--the uncervorld
in its originsl sense. But through the sordidness and the squilor
.nd the  at.stic dissips tion there-looms -~ huge grim humor. And the
k1l ckest uiisery of it «ll is e =ed by the reir aobility of some of
the le:et : ccept ble ch r cters, especi.lly the negroes. 4nd cutting
thirough the fog of mrrihu'ni. snoke .na the achoking swirls of opium
~11d the lees of iunumer ble emptied juges of bootleg booze, :n unde-
feated clarinot risees high and clear, wailing out the blues or shrill-
ing a joyocus stomp.

- F.Pi members, regardless of their jazz interests
or lack cf them, should find this book of compelling interest. Iezz
ifezzrow is nothing more than & rich man's Flmer Perdue (except that
he is & viper, and has no time for the lushes). ind the frustrations,
the weird psychotie characters, the utterly wacky progression of
events are worthy of fandom itself., You get the L.STFS pumped full of
guage and you'd get about the same erlfect, minus the music. Speer
rarticularly would enjoy digging the psychology of a man who fell in-
to every degradation imaginable becuuse of the inferiority complex
develored by bheing white instead of negro, and who finally strzight-
ened cut to a certain extent by deciding that he was a negro from
Neiw COrlesns ard getting himself to believe it through some sort of
obscure auto-hypnosis. . nd the language this book ls written in will
kill all of you, perticulurly the chapter of jive-talk and ite trans-
"lation; this boy Mezz uses & sepla-toned .mericunese/singlo Saxon that
makes Raymond Chundler sound like Charles Dicke:ls.

Itts too bad -that
RE.LLY THZ BLUES isn't funtasy so thet some of you could resdc it!

--=renncis T. Luuey
-——00Ju0-——

sugust Derleth. THE SLEEPING AMD THE DE4D: 30 UNC.NRY TALES.
Fellegrini & Cudahy, Chicago, 1447, 8}, (. free review cory, sent
me because I was one of the editors of 5 'ingers, a2 one-shot fanzine.
This is the sec.nd book T have received on this flimsy grcound-~though
THZ COLYTE never was sent & review co y of anything, durn it!)

Tell, people, ugust Derleth has done his usuel comnetant

Job ef anthilogising=~=but it left me c-:ld.

This is o reflection on
Little ugie nor e¢n the definitely high caliber of most of the stor-
ies; it simply points up the fact thet weird fantesy has completely
lost its eppeal to me. It would be -interesting to knew beth what gou
¢ intercsted in the genrec originally and what mede this same inter-
€5t so evancscent, “uite franikly, I don't myself whelly know, Tith
the exception of this one divergence, my tastes in fiction have Tun
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to reslism, with &n nocompenying enmrhasis cn teiievable characterise-
ticrn, legicad segusnces of events, rsychologically .ept ecticn, and &
Treadom frow hackneyod plot-forms SGeernely ary we€ird fietion meets
trhess crilteris, partinularly the Loxeclgft stuff which set me off on
this $angan$ in the first place. Put there it 1s, this irexplicable
legnro irn my .otkerwise ccnsistent recding. .nd m&ke no misteks vcbout
it, -$hed enthusiusm for weird fiztion wes dcep <«nd gonuine, cven if so
short-livea, r

But tnis isn't reviewing TEE SLEEFING JND THE DE..D. I
i e 2 woenful. effort Sc reid the Yeok, covering some dezen tnd ¢« helf
¢f the tairty tulee included thercin., In newrly eviry instunce I wis
rare.ding scmething I once liked very much indeed, sometning which I
krow wes u first eloass story of its tyre. Nceot o single story held my

-intersst und I finclly geve the beok up &8 ¢ bud jeob,

Fecr the weird

-dovotes, this cmnibus.volure lcoks like ¢ good Tuy--but I'1l fuke G .in

vrd Ghupdler, thenk you.
—L-delide-==

Tuunc W. Rimel. TFE JURY IS OUT. Cherry Tres Bocck 3032,
Lerden, 1246, 24, (Complimentury copy from the wuthor:)
“his is my Yey Rimsl'é trhird besk, dAt eo fer is availeble
14 ¢ Britisn poacket tock. .

Cr) 4-1
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or.ly in i !
. T JURY IS €U7 is & far cry from
the Loveuraftiar material Tuane, was writing & €ecede ego, but zhculd
gppesl to the handfal. ¢f you who read anything wi%thout firet obtain-
irg o ncteriscd effldavit signcd by TForrest 4 Aokérnan steting tHet so
far as he nen tell without astuslly rcsdlrg it nimsclf the boek ig &

bona fide fartary, This iz s*mply e betper-than-sverage Whodunnit.

This.stery revolves arcund e serics of .bricf thought pictureg ir the
hers'e mire as hLe awaits ths andlct of the jury which is t*ylng nim
for murder, a Jdevioc usgd wuch.wmors, Vuipsfully by Whitman Chambors
in his megrilficext, THIRTEEN Omnps;f' B TURY IS QUT suffers frow' e
cemplacent fecling cn the.rart of thc *LQdcl t?a no mabtter houw deep
the hero gets irvelvid he is going to cowte ollt WltL Ilylng eclors and
a girl in his arms--erd unfeortunetigly it dces ccme out just thet way,
And it alse zecms to me thet this stoery ccmmiis one 0¢ LR Soa e 1L
n¥rx sing f the whe-kKilleéd-ooek-robin type ¢f novel; cr chocking
bﬁvh hgstily | o' felt . Slhat therg aare not huliiedent diunis as To e
Eeall ~R1Eei T, ! a B
In other werds, this ie Nt mcre than a good EVLIrEge
e3tive story; an€ is nownero re ar the ctaturc ¢f Duenc*s bvrillisct
TURAX OF CAIM, which, however, I would TR%G cmong the best 20 or 29
rurigrs =t)r1€,Q I vver red.  For me, the higgest ki wes the auncu-
reds fdorpiction of my old familiiar surrourilngu. trho 3rake River coun-

Or. the other hand, I read THD JURY i3 CUT immedistcly after
dinisning Cain's PAST ALL DISEONCR, and my retciicor (o the hcok pre-
subiy refiectes this IL“t con51dbra?lv. After all, Vaughn Monroc doos
L't sound 50 goosd after you've beon listening to Louis, cither.
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’

#R. JAOK LPEB”, of the Becattle Speers, would emfcr a gre.t f vo én
re LT he will publish - legicrlly.nrd cbjesctively dcfenelble just 1o

2 %Yior ef the  stituce .tow rds the 7iff-7 vis w.g .zines which - s T -
2ently relokid its rrothesis in fokermin's fiat on the subject. ™ I
sirply aen't get it. e, § =
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n the reerny Pardubtious pestmailing the nama of Laney wes
[Tetty thoreughly kinked érourd; end T finelly dscided %o meke ¢ few
renarks cr: the sutjest. Though I caught rell”from hoth the Perdues,
I em as innosent as & new-berr lamb, T éid not write F4 4L FCREVER.
T 4ld not illustrets ity I €id net rtercil it. T did n~t mimeograph
it. T €id n-t ¢ssemble ~r starlo ift, Ab:wve &ll, T did not teke eny
»art 1n tho, shall we say, oxotic h- ~nenings whiech it chrericles.

' ALl

I d4ia wi.s Lo encour.ge (in my newly disceversd f cct ¢s locil petron
of the nrbs) 1¥¢s public tion. It must hive t ken me ne rly &Q sec-
snis te Yalk Ancdersen inte pubdlishing i%.

: Bub -3 leng & I ot haul-
o¢ cvar %he cogls eayway, I guess I might as well doc scmething to
rreriy it. I'd hate to have it on Mr. and Mre. Browder's consciences
that trey malignzd an inrocert men.

Avart frem e certain emount of

nleasure 1o be gotten therefrom, it h.s ocsured to' me with increc z-
ing ol rity ths puest courls of ysurs th .t there is one highly utili-
tirirn, funsticon Tondom c¢:n pearform. Since :ractically @ll fars are
more or less c¢ff paychkologicelly (inoluding me?, i% rocms thet fandom
ought in pari te bc a source of solf rchebilitatiorn. Meny of us do
r.ot recd psychi atrln het Ip W&ty ROy; Qur quirks bedmg such thet we can
ir.n team ut ST SO;Vum. And prchlat MU PERL Y Dda M ing whHat §t
does, 1t scunsd fo me that & certuln amournt of amuteur helyp cught nct
%9 bed' Sneezed aik
_ Tell then. 1In order’ to meke tny sort of he:dway
in soping with a psychelogicsal »nroblem, it is ﬂeoessary WEEE N AR
edmwit the existence Of the prcbleow, admit that there is scmething
wrong. I% 1s fcr this rewuscn thut I um suth sn ardent proroment of
fartucl ruporting ir fardom, of the rhutliceation of the trutk. If tan-
dom is %o @o eny of us eny gced, we must divorece it fror this sure

7f pose, %his alodx of fast-evasicrng which ensbles mEnr neunctiz
fools to nesqueradc &s wise men, scvents, slans, erd tre vorchbearers
2f 2 brave new sivilizotion,

Anytime I get wind of scmething thrt

n:.hles we ¢ An s me debunkirg, brother, witoch we busi cut in print.
48 DPerdue well knows, I've been on the recsivimg ond of scme pretvty
rugh handling mygelf; whether or net I've prefitted by &ny cf it T*L1
no% rznture to say, tut at least I['ve tried te eee 1If mrybe the guy
had s mething «n me.

For thcse varicun “LESOT», rlus the feet Tkrt
T Uit FAPA nad o right to know why their meilingse hi d been so bedly
fabnred, I wes very .rxious thet the exvose c¢f the P .rdues sge¢ prirv.

But Blmer irks me when he cerries cn ot me s though I were kicking
hir wher he is dewn. If he'd get T :nd Iook &t himsell orjsotively,
he'd re lisa, When he got through puklng, thet I have done g8 much
for kim «s any brother could 're sontbly h.ove becn expected to do---
poreovsr, thi il practicully «11 of us cut here hi vo,.

Elmer Perdue,
and his oharning bride, ere personc non grate wish ot loled six loocul
pecple. Hers.are a few of the redscns why Elmer P rdus is not vel-
come ¢t my house.
gt ¢nd forenst, I simply cn unwilling to huve
ness in uy howe. I'm ro rrude, T myssir like
t

i
a1nk snengs of u;nge
an inly hive beer arcucd ¢ lot of .runks ot

v alp--ina I most
e O



veriens bties. Auy.ome is liigsly t¢ geb t.3 drunk now wid thon, (nd
Tt11 aund over BLeXworas toe tolerate such cecksi. nal lupses frem dis-
aretion., But Perdue can e Jepanded an 3. ruiln your evening cnc wuy
Jr rnothor, For cm thing, west of his drunkenness is feigned. - The
fellow Les & heol for Liguor--he just thinks it is oubte to azt Jrunk.
Tuxr his puesing out 1've scun Bimer Perdue suprcsedly passcd oulb
at lcust thirty b2 Lbo, end If've usever seen him so for ocwuy from regl-
ity but shat ke 'would snup intu ccnplete cornsédisusrness ut the very
mentiorn of unything whinh right redeund %o Liz ldiscomfort. Whe &lsec
cor bs lying passed cub like « light umong o gréup of pesple, ond
suldenly sit up cpd tuke & s.n8ible purt in the e nversatisn if

soc cne whispere, "Lot's give Elmer o ht foob."

Tnis Irinking cll
tiss in with P.orduc's everwholuing cgo, his unbolic¥ctle cxhibition-
ism. H. uscd to aenv-%to sce te wacn I livedfgver on 33th Flucc.

Ho'd rurcly bring me o drirk, though~-just ecme in 1it te th. c¢yc~
bells.  The minutc he'd comc in the house, hetd stort ceting slecpy,
vnd within ¢ cutrter of &n heur heté e wpreTent Ly russcd oubt c¢n

the devenport., pBus if I'd ¢uit nuying ottenticn to hio ernd go Hn
about my wffoirs--cven if T 14 30 1little us to pick up ¢ bock wnd
stert rouding--he'd imnedictely rcome out of 1% wnd 2ftars steggering
arournd, throwirng Lhimsclf inte cheairs with a sacvt:ring erish, roel-
ing inde Sancy wund uiggie's roucem «nd terrifying thom, krnceking
Jbuff aff tubles ard sturés onte the TLiror.... JSUT, THE MOMEWT I
IC5I,D GIVE ELMER MY UNDIVITED ATTENTION FE'D SUBSIDE . GLIN, PS5 OUT

€n2oe I got nep te wnat Li wes up %o, I told him thut he wis weleoonc
eny timo he came sovor, but 1f he cver cane drunk ogein hieta get
the door slurmed in his fuce., T wis dume ¢ 1f Ztdepyuper to his
egesendricity oy spen .ing evenings just sitting, awiiring rn uns h@rn,
unsheVel ubwe shied, recunternt ~curowse stinking with checp wine, Be-
3:USe FloawI (0o8 have w 1ot of geod paints, . T dik,n"tv-Atick to this
Nie T -Shald I ve. Put I did sldm the JSor in rlc TRES ano, 3 (AE
BLUSL ., - : : : R

Flrer usoa toskegosn stheyleck af wermer in his 'Lfe Eskirg
me So ke lp him., Ho wesqalweya Soe weirdiy uvrkempt to be seen in pub-
Lin with, but I 3pent £ loh of tine tryime to give -hin peinters anc
nenstructive -oriticisui--&t his evm reécuest, nind you., T'11 e ver
forgst whern I tmld nim, that 11 he necded wio o Lititle moxy fnd &
Gis of worbil petter. UFhdt shall I telk cbout?2=! he isked.

1ch,

sLySnirg. Jussy be witty, light, frethy. The . geol will probibly glive
yor ancugh le: €2 17 vou weteh for therm. Hell, Elmer, ycd cin shei-
ver like u regrie with ne--just errry it over orto yeour d:te.t

)

Ha
EAVe & greut, shuddering sct. BEubt I can't turn off my fine mind,t
ne ooid., o i ¢
Tnut wias $hs end £ thet,

HEAme T Wa s ikt thad nd =t
s hud rlrecdy drunx up his eor and W = stepting t~ drirk his reg. »ds
t* @ nted u j b, he srid, S: 7T gt hin: ne--Ffixed him ap at my
vl f osaplc ﬁlrfu S¢ thut all he'd heove o d w & % @22k in rnd.
%e’... than uh I Wis., S. Elmsr emyws dp -with ¢ dhnee dey henrq,: e
drunk a3 & gott in the burgein, S0 ke gov n- Jo° and I eaught hell

for "srying &t get us tc hiro < winon,

e teelt Eliex #rnd Eetiy oud
“ ny fiunce's sistert's Lone in Oon Nuys. The trin ook $he Per-
Qles OLLY three qugris »f wine., #n 3he wiy btek '‘werd left Cele £73
Ler ais%sur's to spend the night) the First thing Betiy did was to
ask me, in ¢ wost disperaging voicc, if I Skought Cel. “h:rd sny gréc..

.- 9 ——
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criount of «intellcotusl depthr®, Shg then begern t:jiq; toc pun) e chout
my iove life, Sne Sopred ncr perfo EEnee by insisting en weving her
wire, pottle cbtout, perticulirly cs We dreve by policinmcn, The evening
was cereluded by £ drunken qugrrcl tetwecn the Pardues, whom I could-

't even -get out of my ewn ecr for c ceourle of hours.

And thero heve
beer prob:bly sccres,rcericinly dozeng, of other ineilccnt e,

. . g Tell,
soaeshsre clong thyg. line I decided thot life was too short to cseddle
mysedf withn o friernd thob T hed ‘To uDJla ige for eonstontly, Shet put
né Snrough so imueh-gricf, JI'd hed cryugh.

Think it over, Elmer rnd
Betly. Ycu reeple unke any peosl affort to qeme out of it, cnd I'm
protty sure your frignds will forget the rcst Sty ce vou are, though
if you woert tc. You'vg alracdy rliene ted e¥eryone in the LASFS. The
others hcve their reesons, just os I have mine.,

Rut if ycu don't heve
tho guts to fuce your problene and do semething about e:lvirg %hem,
you etn ¢lway s go off by yourselves and tulk to your bettle.

and yvou!
11 never te fueing vpy problem if you sta t ge *ting gore &t scomeonc
1likc.Bugbes, who is after ¢ll ¢ lct better fricnd to both of you thon
you'll eyer xnow.
TR LS SV ST

NOJLD-1E RONE-LODGERSY ATTENTIONI
wm ok mRmcE R kOKRKKOKR SR A :
: -« I yuote. frem An e&rticle in the
JullUAry - issus ol '45; The MQLGZIBO of the Yoear:
: == = = - = — . " surpase come
pethelogissel ceser are ncw assuming ccerrectly tnet the
+woret is going to happen and &y geteking therselver to
remote islands where, though vegetatiomn 1s the rule in
hoth senses, the nastier escecte of the new war#fuTe
will oomev lest, mildly, or not &t £ll. Such egocentri-
city 1s impossible tc rormal peeple., fer the werld as
they xnow it is the ncourishing and supporting madium
in w ich they grow &nd without which mere 1life loses
gslgnificence." : o
Anybody want to try thet one cn for sizet?7
*.Q'xx:xx:gc.-;(‘,z.>:.:.>f<:.;‘.:c*-.;n. ki 3% .-r>,.'.~,.¥>k:::<>i< =L ¥D ) P =mZawilikok At

- »
SMMENTS ON OumMBN*n

; (Inspired by Speer!s no ments on mwy tomb-dcdging
&rticle). My ildea in heving « railwvay spur or highwgyx running to tlhe
rclony waf to eneble it to he self-supporting cduring the pre-borb ere,
And I dern't think Juck guite fethoms my objecdtiorns tco small town life,
For him, it will %e Ci{. He is fitting himself to practise & trcfes-
gion. I Hbelicve T sald thet perscns with enough cayxital te go intoe
bur iness for tremselves, or trained in ¢ profession, would dc OK 1in
& villege. The tig owint is thet T'm net so treired; I can make feir-
1y goni woney, htut it is in « lirs of werk which would exist ¢ eny
eXxtent orly in & big city; I mereover am alrcedy too, familiar with the
iow poy awelting emrlovees in a villege. And ot 34 “'m o bhit eld to
take up « profession. Befter, I think, te play the long s=hot.

=)
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In his precise and sluggish manner, Al Ashley laid aside the
fanzine he had besen reading. He fixed his gaze into the depths of
sub-space, and for & long while there¢ weas & near silence, broken only

by the faint clioks of the caffeine crystels as they formed from the

slo.s evupbretion of the orsclc's coffee.
I summoned &1l my coursge
cnd spoke. Well Al, T suid, whet did youw think of it?
He shrugged.

Tome, Al, I urged. Don't be so incrticulute., Here I sit ut your fect;
thrill mc with o mcasurcd flow of inttelcctucl cadences., Bc your old
critical ‘self, . ! . .
Al ot rnd thought. Well, for one¢ thing, it is entirc-
ly too immcture. Why, it'is positively childish. The frct that you
cseemed to like it is frcught with profound revelutions of your deep-
ser.ted meload justments, revelrtions which cen be @isclosed fully only

to < perscn like myself who hos made ¢ lifs-long study .of these things.

But Al, I protested, that kid is. only 18. aAfter «1l, you can't ex-

pect the wisaom of the sges from a kid like. that,

Al glared at me in-

dignantly. I don'y see why not. , - ) .
: Fhat do yourmean, AlL?
i : - : : For ythe Tir et

time in an hour, Al Ashley wmoved physical ly. Blowing a sprey. of cold

coffee, he laid down. his cup and eyed me owlishly. - %

5 I wes never immat-
ure Yike that, he said. When I wes 18 ycars old I was:-a full groewn
man both physicelly and intelleotuclly, just like T am todey. Why
when I wee only 8 ov 9 T wes fur morc mature thin csome of these young
kids you «nd Bu bee c¢re lctt.ing into FaPA... ..
Al, didn't you have &
childhood? : “ . v
Well, in & Bense yes, I suppose. But then I have alwaye
been much different frem most peeple. OQlder--more poiscd--you might
cay, wiser, Yes, that is the word. Wiser. Yes, Leney, I have alwvays
dd a great intellectual depth and very broad mental horizons. I am
sure evein you nan understand that to a person like myself the little
things of childhood, so many of which you &till cherish, could never
have meent much.

No elcetire trains? WNo tick-tack-toe? No spitwade?
No coastcr wagons? 4l, you've missed so much.,
: H¢ shruggcd sgain. T
have alwaye bcen toe meture for such folderol.
No toys of any Kind,
417
fell, he said shyly, I did have & rag doll oncc. Such a lovely
rag doll. I uscd to carry it with me cverywhere I went. It had a
gr.y moustache and it teught me how to think.
That is inter..sting, 21
A man in your positien should tell us of such things, bucausc the 1litt
1¢ trivia of your life muen so much to use fans now you ure no longcr
on¢ of us, I rcmember thoe scene us though it were yesterday, when you
dccided to renounce fandom, &nd how we wll begged you to reconsider,
end how you just sat therc and stared off into sub-space, just like
you always had., And how Burbec said, "But Al, you need FAPA'; &and yc¢.
A S5HE .



ehrugged yeur little shrug and said, "I'a quitting FAPA too."™ And ther
Spier's cyes filled with tcers mnd he turned to Ackerwmon end ecid in
o hushed roverent veoice, "Now he bclongs to the cges.™
Just think, Al.

Here I tm, sltting acnd tclking to you just «s though you were ¢ person,
insteced of the fobulous demi-god you cetuclly erce, the puppebt-moster
whe in «n cet of suprcme cbdcgnetion let the strings fall from your
nerveleses fingers cnd let us cll cerry on, almest on cur own., I'm
cbso lutely cwed.

Cheer up, Linasy, he suid. It isn't ¢s though I were
,dzid. I still rond thc FAPA acilings.

No, Loncy, tn cgeless viewvpoint
guch «¢s min¢ is uniquc. You with your finite mind can scurcely under-
gtend it., You sce, not only wus I born ¢ grown men, but I hcve never
chingcd in wnywcy. Canngeless, agelese, complede in myself--cn ever
living inspirction to you poor feckless mortils.

Al, are you immorteal.
too? B
. I scc .no.‘reason vhy I chould not live forever. T certzinly
don't feel mortel. Besides, God in His infinite wisdom would certuin-
ly not crerte o finc mind:such zs mine end zllow it to moulder cway,
be euten by the worms of the earth. Yes, Leoney, I'm just cbout the
moe t immortcl guy you over saw.

In my person, you have a being for-
ever ageless ané timeless; living simultaneously the past, the present,
and the future. That's why I'm busy 24 hours a day. A full life like
that tekes lots of time. 7You scoffers think I am just sitting here
drinking coffee, 7You don't realise that I am sitting here watching
the future, which I have already experienced, unroll once again. Speer
epoke a profound truth when hce =aid T bclong to the ages. 1In one
sgnee, I am tle ages.

T But Al, I said, why is it that you do not live
in some great marble temple, so that we could come and offer adoration?
Why do you livc in this..this tenement, without even a bed of your own¢

Why hcll, Lency. Even a god must be humble. Besides, I like to sleep
on the dcvenport, .
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To the c¥er-growing body of pcople who know Al Ashley only
through the stuff Burbeec end I write cbout him:

Al Ashley is not &
moron. £1 Ashley does not have delusions of groandeur, Al Ashlcey does-
not have wny fixctione (cexsept one vhich we heve promised not to men-
tion in print c¢xcept in an indireet menner like Al Ashley destroyed
tac hydru-hecded monster who ozme out of the Midwest to orgcanise fan-
dom). Al ashley is rcslly morc to be pificd than censured; few peo-
pl. hove two suoch loycl friends as Burbee end I ere¢ to him. Bub Al
cent't help our liking him, bectuse in our discerning vey we can £ce
end nporecicte his good points no matter how deeply he trics to hide
thea from us.

Until he grew wecried of it oll, A1 Ashley wes ore of
F4PA's top publishers. He wos FiPA's top politlecian. He wes « brain-
truster. He wos o humorist. He was cn artist. He was o lot of $hings
but most of ell, Al Ashley reclly personified FaAPA for ¢ lot of us.
Noir he is no nore. b
Thatts why we eulogise him so much.
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